See page 79 
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INTERESTING “PROOFS” 
APPEAR ON eBAY! 


When a coin collector thinks of “proof,” he thinks of a shiny coin struck from polished 
blanks and polished dies - the finest quality the mint can make. When a medal collector 
thinks of “proof,” it is possible that this same image comes to mind. But it is just as likely 
that a sample or trial strike will be visualized. 


We have seen various medal proofs in our 30+ years, usually struck in lead. Recently, we 
have seen proofs in rubber, where, rather than actually being struck, the die is used like a 
mold, and rubber is applied to give an impression. 

For our last large uniface bronze medal “Alaskan Express,” we received “process proofs.” 
This was a set of 6 or 7 pieces showing the process from blank to finished product, with 
several strikings to bring up the detail and two for the finishing process. 


This is the first time we have seen proofs in this form. They are brass backed with paper. 
The die would be pressed into the brass/paper to give an impression so that the die could 
be approved by the person or company that ordered it. 


In this case, it was for Alan Johnson of Maine, acting as the agent for, we assume, the 
Clear A.F.S. Coin club. The medals are circa 1972. One is the Gold Discovery medal (one 
of our favorites) and the other for the Nenana Valley Chamber of Commerce. 


(continued on page 80) 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


First off, there is no page 75. This page was blank so it 
was deleted, to make room for the auction on the last 
page, which is unnumbered. I failed to make the neces- 
sary adjustment. The next issue will begin with page 
82. 


Our thanks this month to Alan Johnson and Kurtis Hawk 
for providing the scans for the “Proofs” on the front 
page. These are a couple of really neat pieces, the first 
we have seen. 


Thanks also again to David Phillips, as we continue 
his Alaskan Wooden Token Expedition. 


Nothing really exciting this month on eBay. We find it 
interesting that the third (we think) “The Railroad” from 
Nenana was offered, bringing a healthy price of $735, 
about twice what a pair brought in March ($331.25). 
Is this the last one? Robinson’s Bakery from Seward 
realized $960, while a Valdez nugget token sold for 
$883.21. 


Ron Benice advises us that the third edition of his book 
“Alaska Tokens” will be available around the first of 
the year. This edition will also include tokens from 
Yukon. We are really looking forward to it, and will 
have it available to you as soon as possible. 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, published 
10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare Coins. All 
articles remain the property of the authors and may not be 
reprinted without their consent. 

Alaska Rare Coins,P.O. Box 72832, Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 
(907) 452-6461 akcoins @ mosquitonet.com 


Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 
Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 
Canadian Correspondent - vacant 
Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 


Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States - $20 per year 
Canada - $25 per year 
Elsewhere - $35 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
lpage-$15 I/2page-$8 1/4 page-$5 


1/8 page (business card size) - $15 for 5 issues 
Classified ads: 20 cents per line. 
Commercial advertisers: write for rates 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Bethel, N.C. Co., 25¢, B-2a 95.000B 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, $1, B-1c 112.50 
Chisana, Bank Coffee House, 50¢ 125.000B 
Chitina, Navada Bar, 12!4¢, B-4a 95.000B 
Cordova, Breedman, 614¢, B-5a 75.000B 
Cordova, Little, 12!/2¢, B-22a 132.50 
Cordova, Rosswog, 614¢, B-34b OB45.00NB 
Cordova, Southern, 6!4¢, B-36a 66.22 
Cordova, Windsor Hotel Bar, 6!14¢, B-41b OB75.00 


Cordova, Windsor Hotel Bar, 12'2¢, B-41c OB150.00NB 


Eek, McIntyre, 25¢, B-la 35.000B 
Fairbanks, Brown Derby, 5¢, B-10a 45.000B 
Fairbanks, Brown Derby, 10¢, B-10b 60.000B 
Ft. Yukon, Carter, 25¢, B-3b 125.000B 
Gambell, Reindeer Comm. Co., set of 8, B-1 175.000B 
Goodnews Bay,Joe Jean, 50¢, B-1b 79.00 
Hawk Inlet, PE Harris, 5¢, B-1la 125.000B 
Hyder, Northern Pool Hall, 10¢, B-4a 75.000B 


Juneau, Juneau Billiard, $1.20, B-32c RLBIN495.00DNS 
Juneau, Louvre, 5¢, B-43a 416.00 
Juneau, J.D. Meyer, no denom., B-Sla 103.50 
Juneau, Anita Garnick encased cent, round OB30.00NB 


Ketchikan, Kubley’s, 5¢, B-26a 99.99 
Ketchikan, T.N. Kushi, 25¢, B-27b 26.00 
Ketchikan, Stedman Hotel, 25¢, B-60c, i-i1i OB40.00NB 
Kodiak, Brown Bear Bus Lines, B-Tlal 29.88 
Latouche, Board of Trade, 6!4¢, B-la 195.000B 
Nenana, The Railroad, 25¢, unl. (3rd on ebay) 735.00 
Nome, Cavey’s Bakery, | Loaf, B-13a 132.50 
N.C. Co., Lower Yukon, 50¢, B-4c BIN685.00DNS 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-Ic 42.51 
Palmer, ARRC set of 8 1,092.50* 
Quinhagak, Pauline Jean, 50¢, B-1b 61.00 
Seward, Seward Bar, 12!2¢, B-14a 32.00 
Seward, The Palace, 12!2¢, B-9c 46.00 
Seward, Pioneer Club, 12'2¢, B-10I 52.99 
Sitka, Robinson’s Bakery, 12'/2¢ Loaf, B-13a 960.00 
Sitka, Sitka Bar, | Drink, B-16a 1,175.00 
Sugiya & Co., 2!2¢, unlisted 51.00 
Teller, Teller Comm. Co., set of 4, B-3 373.75* 
Thane, Alaska Gastineau Mining, | Loaf, B-2a 413.60 
Tonsina, Nafsted, 12'2¢, B-la 150.000B 
Valdez, Buffet, $1 with nugget, B-4clII 883.21 
Valdez, The Fairbanks, 12'2¢, B-6b OB285.00 
Dawson, B&M, 12'2¢ OB65.00NB 
Dawson, YT, Davies & Frey, 12'/2¢ OB199.00NB 
Alaska’s Beer, Rainier, encased cent 9.990B 
AYPE, encased cent, round 27.66 
AYPE, encased cent, round 54.85 


Tierra del Fuego, Popper, | Gramo, ex-jewelry 608.00!! 
Alaska Gold will be included in the next issue. 


* Stack’s from the Krause collection. 
OB = Opening Bid NB=NoBid RL=relist R= Reserve 


RNM = Reserve Not Met W = withdrawn BIN = Buy it now 
DNS = Did Not Sell FTR = see For the Record 
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MONEY TO 9% 
BURN — 


by David Phillips 
The Great Alaskan Wooden Token Expedition, Part 2 
FAIRBANKS 


The next day we went into Fairbanks and stayed with 
Dick & Jan Hanscom for two nights. Wonderful hosts 
and very accommodating, allowing us to come and go 
as we liked! We took full advantage of this privilege 
and drove all over Fairbanks checking out any and all 
possibilities for wooden tokens. Some examples of my 
sleuthing: 

- Tanana Valley State Fair woods. Talked with 
the Fair’s relatively new historian and found she was 
trying to find examples also of past Fair promo items. 
So no luck there. 

- The Chena View Hotel (previously had is- 
sued a wood several years ago) is now the Bridgewater 
Hotel. The new staff did not know about the old wood, 
although a long time maintenance man did remember 
It. 


- I was told that the “Elect McDermott State 
House,” always suspected of being from Alaska, was 
indeed issued by Cole McDermott who was running 
for office to represent the Fairbanks area. I would be 
appreciative to know more specifics. 


from the Comet Club - beer (green) and drink (red). 


- Arctic Bowl had two new issues: one free 
game (black) and one free adult league game (green). 
It is interesting to note that the green has the added text 
“No Cash Value” below the Indian. 

- A run out to the nearby community of Fox 
and the Howling Dog Saloon revealed that they use 
only the red wood. The black wood might be available 
with a personal trade with the owner, who also has a 
collection of wooden tokens. 


At Pike’s Aviator Greenhouse & Sweets I received ex- 
cellent cooperation from Christena, the manager of 
Pike’s Lodge front desk staff. They have four woods as 
detailed below. 


Using the same reverse design, three are good for an 
ice cream cone. Two are for local high schools: North 
Pole in blue with the patriot, and Lathrop in purple with 
the malemute (both school mascots). The third in green 
was given to people staying at the lodge and other cus- 
tomers. 


The fourth bears the name Pike’s Waterfront Lodge, 
and Kindness Matters/Optimists Live Longer. It is 
printed in green. 
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MONEY TO BURN, cont. 


These were designed by Raven Screens, a local spe- 
cialty advertising company and manufactured by Gold 
Bind Inc. of Tennessee. 1,000 each were made for the 
high schools and 5,000 each of the other two. 


Pike’s Waterfront Lodge and associated businesses are 
owned by Jay Ramras. His political wood was featured 


in the March issue. 


To be continued next issue - down the Parks Highway. 


YUKON BUTTONS 


Alaska Yukon Pioneers, Sourdough Stampede, Seattle, 
August 16-17-18, 1929. Red, white, blue and black on 
white, 56mm. 


Yukon Sourdough Rendezvous, circa 1964-66. The 
little First Nation dancing girl is by Jim Robb. Red, 
black and flesh tone on white, 55mm. 


* 


prs L 


98 Lounge, in the 98 Hotel, circa 60s or 70s. The 98 
Lounge was one of the first cocktail lounges in 
Whitehorse. It opened in the early 1950s. The building 
started as a dance hall and later a roller skating rink. 
Black on white, 38mm 


Illustrations and information submitted by Jim Robb. 


at 


ADAMS & ALASKA 


John Adams, in his defense of the US Constitution, 
said in his January 1st, 1787 address at Grosvenor 
Square (itself an Adams landmark as, to quote 
Wikipedia, “it had been the traditional home of the 
official American presence in London since President 
John Adams established the first American mission 
to the Court of St. James’s in 1785.”): 


“Thirteen governments founded on the natural 
authority of the people alone, without a pretense of 
miracle or mystery, and which are destined to spread 
over the northern part of that whole quarter of the 
globe, [emphasis mine] are at a great point gained in 
favor of the rights of mankind.” 


The Hon. Charles Sumner of Massachusetts placed 
that very quote on the front of his address “on the 
Cession of Russian America to the United States,” as 
printed in Washington at the Congressional Globe 
Office, in that very auspicious year of 1867. 


-Tom Dalrymple 


Ed. Note: Got to wonder what Canada would think of 
that statement! 
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A.Y.P.E. CENTENNIAL 


Subscriber Phil Iverson gave a 45 minute Numismatic 
Theater presentation at the ANA convention in Los 


Angeles this summer on the exonumia of the Alaska {& 


Yukon Pacific Exposition held in Seattle in 1909. The 
presentation was illustrated with 120 slides. 


In conjunction with this presentation, Phil also had a 
10 case, non-competitive display of souvenirs from the 
Exposition. 


Phil has been very active this year with the California 
State Numismatic Society, coordinating the Society’s 
41st Annual Educational Symposium in March, as well 
as giving his AYPE presentation. 


An abbreviated version of Phil’s presentation was also 
published in “The California Numismatist,” the offi- 
cial publication of the California State Numismatic 
Association and the Numismatic Society of Southern 
California. The Summer 2009 issue is viewable on line 
at http://www.calnumismatist.com/publication.htm. 


MILITARY 
CHALLENGE COINS 


ELMENDOREF A.F.B.: 3rd Medical Group. Red, 
white, black, green and yellow enamel on bronze. 


KEFLAVIK, ICELAND: Land of Ice and Fire. In God 
We Trust, All Others.... Fighter Flight, Guardians of 
the North. Red, white and blue on brass. 


ANTARCTICA: Royal Domain of the Emperor Pen- 
guin, Order of the Red Nose. By Order of His Majesty 
Australis Rex. An award for crossing the Antarctic 
Circle (66° 33’ South). Very attractive, large (43mm) 
bronze medal by Northwest Territorial Mint. 


READY BULLION CREEK, ESTER 
We still have 1 DWT tokens 
struck from Ready Bullion 
Creek gold. $65 plus $3 post- 
age each or $275 postpaid for 
five. 
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a. 
ANCHORAGE: Alaska Museum of Natural History, 
Tyrannosaurus Rex. Made by Hog Eye, Inc. of Arkan- 
sas, 250 each brass and copper nickel, 38mm. The card 
with the medal reads: “Tyrannosaurus (‘‘tyrant lizard’’), 
was Alaska’s largest therapod. Living well above the 
Arctic circle, Alaska’s dinosaurs adapted to four months 
of darkness and freezing Cretaceous arctic winters. 
Measuring up to 40 feet in length and 13 feet tall, T 
Rex weighed 7.5 tons. How did they stay warm in the 
Alaska winter? Feathers! We now know that T Rex is 
closely related to the modern chicken.” (submitted by 
Don Somers). 


Aiea) te Ss =e ais ines. ee ¥ 
(ANCHORAGE): Charter North Hospital, Serenity 
Prayer. Bronze finish, 38mm (submitted by Ken Rieck). 


ANCHORAGE: Moose Lodge 1534, good for one 
drink. Black on wood (submitted by Ken Rieck). 


CORDOVA: Dee’s Cafe, 1987. Good for $1 off any 
lunch or dinner (submitted by Larry Kritchen). At the 
top of the next column. 


1987 $105 FOR 
DEE’S CAFE | ANY LUNCH op 
CORDOVA, DINNER 

ALASKA 
Good - For 
One Blast 
At The : 
RAINBOW 
or 
COREA BAR 
Kenai Peninsula 


KENAI PENINSULA: Rainbow or Corea Bar, Good 
for one blast. One wooden Dickel, 7/2¢ (submitted by 
Larry Kritchen). 


SITKA: Robinson’s Bakery/Sitka Mercantile, 12!2¢ 
Loaf of Bread, B-13a, not illustrated (submitted by Kaye 
Dethridge). 


(FAIRBANKS): Slate Creek, Koyukuk (Mining Dis- 
trict), | DWT native gold token. Our latest gold token, 
only 6 minted, all sold. 
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Acouple of repeats this month but all new purchases. Happy Holidays 1992 by Michael’s Jewelry, predecessor 
to the Anchorage Mint, predecessor to the Alaska Mint. Alaskan Pipeline bar - I believe this was the first 
pipeline silver. Placer Miners of Alaska, with all the gold strikes on the back. Yukon Quest 1995. Wildfire from 
June of 1996 and a BP Central Power Station. Give you folks a chance before they hit our $25 tray. 


INTERESTING PROOES, conz. 


y. 


Currently, we have only (1) Discovery of Gold medal Nenana Valley Chamber of Commerce is available in 
in stock. It is copper, without the gold in the pan. Ithas _copper-nickel alloy. The NVCC encompasses the com- 
a dark spot in on the reverse - $8. munities of Nenana, Healy and Clear. These are avail- 
able for $5. 
Postage per order (not per item) is $5, including insurance. 
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ODD, ODDER, ODDEST AND REALLY OUT THERE 


From a recent Baldwin’s auction in the UK: “Polar 
Exploration, Admiral Jules Sébastien César Dumont 
d’ Urville (1790-1842), explorer, cartographer and bota- 
nist, multi-sided Bronze Medalet, 1842, conjoined busts 
with his wife and child, rev legend, 25mm. Very fine. 


“d’Urville’s expedition to Antarctica and Australasia 
in two ships, the Astrolabe and Zélée, charted much of 
the north east of the Antarctic Peninsula. d’Urville, 
together with his wife and child were killed in a rail- 
way accident at Versailles on 8 May 1842.” 


d’Urville sited in the Antarctic in 1838 and again on 
the same voyage in 1840. Adelie Land was claimed 


ISLE OF MAN/ALASKA /CANADA 


A tiny medal, only about 10mm weighing in at 3.9 
grams, brass or gold plated (illustration enlarged). Isle 
of Man and Queen Elizabeth on the obverse. The re- 
verse copies a Canadian 25 Cents, but substitutes Alaska 
for Canada. From an eBay auction in the UK (reported 
by Tom Dalrymple). 


ST. BARTH ALASKA 


These have been around for a while. There is no St. Barth, 


for France on January 21, 1840. One of France’s Ant- 
arctic bases is named for d’ Urville. This is an interest- 
ing “death” medal. 
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This 2004 pattern 1% Euro honors the maritime his- 
tory of France and the Corvette L ‘Astrolabe, one of 
d’Urville’s vessels on his Antarctic expedition. The 
reverse bears the coat of arms of Terre Australes et 
Antarctiques Frangaises (French Southern & Antarctic 
Territories). 


CHOCOLATE FIX 


Another edible medal. Foil covered chocolate for the 
50th anniversary of statehood, 40mm. Are we seeing a 
whole new area of collecting? (submitted by Don 
Somers). 


~. 


. But there 1s a Dr. St. Barth Alaska, born 


January 1, 1920, died June 29, 1991 (in Illinois), “Inventor, Scientist, Genius, Benefactor.” Apparently Dr. 
Alaska holds patents on some optical devices. We can’t begin to guess why the medals were made with Mexico 
(brass) or the Knights of Malta (copper nickel) noted on them. Both are 39mm. 
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ALASKA RARE COINS, 551-B SECOND AVE., FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701 


(907) 452-6461 email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


AUCTION: TO BE HELD AT 7:00 PM, NOVEMBER 14TH, 2009 IN FAIRBANKS. These are just the Alaska items. 
If you want a complete listing, please call or email to the address above. Phone bids may be called in between 10AM and 
SPM Monday through Saturday (noon on the day of the auction). Bids will also be accepted by email. Bids will be reduced 
to one bid above the second high bid. 


ALASKA TOKENS, MEDALS & JEWELRY 
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Chatanika tokens, N.G. Cox, Dempsey Hotel, 25¢ and $1 in trade, B-3, a and c. These are “dug” tokens, 


so have some corrosion. All lettering is readable. Two pieces. 50.00+ 
Fairbanks token, Fairview Hotel Pool Hall, 25¢, B-19b. Another “dug” token, with all lettering readable. 

not as valuable as the catalogue indicates. 25.00 
Fairbanks token, Riverside & Wonder Bars, 75¢ in mdse., scarce. Early statehood token, toned AU. 50.00+ 
Ketchikan tokens. All from the Pioneer. Included are: 10 Points, B-41a; T&M Pioneer Pool Hall $1, 

B-46c; and Pioneer Pool Hall 10¢, B-47a. Grades from Fine to AU. Three pieces. 60.00 
Nome token, New Lincoln Bar, 50¢ in trade, B-36a. This has been through a fire as have most of these. 50.00 
St. Lawrence Island tokens. This lot includes 1¢, 5¢ and 10¢ tokens from both Savoonga and Gambell. 

It is interesting to note that the 5¢ tokens have different reverses. Fine or better, 6 tokens. 60.00 
Fairbanks Golden Days Pins. Here is a neat run of Golden Days pins from 1984 to 2009 inclusive. A 

great start to a collection. Now all you have to do is start working backwards! A total of 26 pins. 100.00+ 


Trans-Alaska Pipeline Medal Set. Amazingly, it is over 30 years since these were issued. It started with 

a simple medal with a very plain reverse in 1974. Then in 1975 and 1976, four medals were made 

each year. Most notable is medal #7 with President Ford. In the final year, 1977, three medals 

were struck to make an even dozen. The last three were all issued at the same time, to sort of hurry 

up the project. These are quite scarce, and we rarely have any singles of #10-#12 available. 

Thousands left the state with the workers. All are one ounce silver. Twelve ounces of silver total. 300.00+ 
Trans-Alaska Pipeline Medal Mule. Each year, they changed the reverse die on the Pipeline medals 

above. When the 1976-M (for March) was first struck, they used the reverse die from 1975. 

1 oz. silver, quite scarce. 50.00 
Alaska Silver Medals. The first was issued for the Nenana Ice Classic, Tripod Days, 1977. The reverse 

has a husky and “Nenana Dog Mushers Association.” The medal is one ounce silver, but it is not 

marked. In its original snap lock case, #166. The second medal was issued circa 1972, we believe 

by the Clear AFS Coin Club. It honors Mt. McKinley National Park. It features the old park hotel 

on the obverse (burned down) and “the” mountain on the reverse with miscellaneous data. It is 

sterling silver, #228, and contains about .8 oz. of pure silver. Two attractive medals. 50.00 
Alaska Railroad Medals. A popular series started in 1990. Included here are two proof medals: 1995 

depicting a diesel engine hauling a flat bed loaded with logs, and; 2003 with engine pulling 


several cars and a moose standing in the foreground. Two pieces. 100.00+ 
State of Alaska Silver Medal, 1993, 1 oz. Proof. Serial number 5484 out of 6114 struck. The proof 

medals looked a lot like Proof-like except they were numbered. A wolf is on the obverse. 100.00 
Yukon Quest Silver Medal, 1995. These were issued from 1993 to 2002 when they were discontinued. 

2,500 were minted each year. This year has a husky on the obverse. 50.00 


Alaska Gold Rush Centennial Medals. The Alaska Mint has been doing a series of Gold Rush medals 

since 1997. Included here are the 1997 and 2005 medals in their original cases. Both depict gold 

panners, the 1997 with a gold nugget in the pan. Two medals. 100.00+ 
State of Alaska Silver Medals. Includes 2000 (red fox) and 2001 (mountain goat) in matte finish. 

Also included is the 2002 (king crab) in Proof. This program has been continuous since 1989 


and is still very popular with collectors. Three medals. 125.00 
UAF Rifle Team National Champions, Proof silver, 1 troy ounce. Number 64 out of 100 medals 

struck that were numbered. These were issued in 2000 and this medal is in its original box. 50.00 
State of Alaska 1/10 oz. Gold Medal, 2007 Proof. According to the Alaska Mint, only (35) were 

minted. The obverse depicts nesting geese. Includes original packaging. 125.00 
Native Gold Token, | DWT of gold mined at Ready Bullion Creek in Ester, with a reported fineness 

of .871. Hand struck in Fairbanks. 65.00 
Alaska Scene Charm. A log cabin and two spruce trees with jade background and a nuggeted bezel 

surrounding it. 10 Kt, total weight is about 1/10 ounce. 125.00 


Alaska Charm. This is a most unusual charm that we have not seen before. It is an Inuit lady sitting cross 

legged with a parka on and softening leather by chewing on it. It is cast in 10Kt, total weight is .17 

troy ounces. We believe this is from the old Perdue’s Jewelry store. 150.00 
Alaska Charm. An oil derrick cast in 10Kt. Total weight is .07 troy ounces. 80.00 
Gold Nugget Pendant. A .45 troy ounce nugget with a butterfly bale soldered on. The nugget has 

a great quartz matrix and is quite chunky. About 2” wide by 2” thick by %” long! 600.00-700.00 


